HOME WORSHIP GATHERING | May 24, 2020
PREPARE
➡ This gathering we will remember the Lord in the ordinance of communion. Have your
elements ready – bread (ideally a crusty, unsliced loaf to ‘break’ together) and a cup of
grape juice or wine for dipping. Listen to this training for more detail.
➡ Login to the Home Church Network teaching page. Choose your worship set and print
lyrics if desired.
➡ Familiarize yourself with the order of service below and choose from the discussion
questions in the pages to follow. It’s essential that people are allowed to answer freely –
there are no wrong answers, provided they sincerely say what they think. People who are
allowed to speak are better listeners and their hearts will be more open to the Word of
God.
➡ This week, we continue in a series called, “THIS is What We Do.” Be ready to read
Matthew 6:14-15 along with various selections of Scripture from the notes or ask
someone in your group to read aloud.
➡ Close in communion and continue your gathering over a meal. Biblical fellowship
takes time to build – even in families! Sharing a meal with your gathering after worshiping
together is watering fertile ground for good things to grow.

ORDER OF SERVICE
1.

Opening Prayer (group leader)

2 min

2.

Worship (2 songs)

8 min

3.

Discussion Questions

8 min

4.

Scripture Reading

5 min

5.

Worship (1 song)

4 min

6.

Prayer (group leader)

5 min

7.

Message

40 min

8.

The Lord’s Table

9 min

9.

Fellowship Meal

?

______________________________________________
Total
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90 min

"Here As In Heaven"
The atmosphere is changing now
For the Spirit of the Lord is here
The evidence is all around
That the Spirit of the Lord is here
Overflow in this place
Fill our hearts with Your love
Your love surrounds us
You're the reason we came
To encounter Your love
Your love surrounds us
Spirit of God fall fresh on us
We need Your presence
Your kingdom come
Your will be done
Here as in heaven
A miracle can happen now
For the Spirit of the Lord is here
The evidence is all around
That the Spirit of the Lord is here

"Victory In Jesus"
I heard an old, old story
How a Savior came from glory
How He gave His life on Calvary
To save a wretch like me
I heard about His groaning
Of His precious blood's atoning
Then I repented of my sins
And won the victory
O victory in Jesus
My Savior, forever
He sought me and bought me
With His redeeming blood
He loved me ere I knew Him
And all my love is due Him
He plunged me to victory
Beneath the cleansing flood
And I heard about His healing
Of His cleansing pow'r revealing
How He made the lame to walk again
And caused the blind to see
And then I cried, "Dear Jesus
Come and heal my broken spirit"
And somehow Jesus came and brought
To me the victory
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"Revelation Song"
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Holy, holy is He
Sing a new song to Him who sits on
Heaven's mercy seat
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Holy, holy is He
Sing a new song to Him who sits on
Heaven's mercy seat
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You
Clothed in rainbows of living color
Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder
Blessing and honor strength and glory and power be
To You: the only wise King
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You
Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder
At the mention of Your name
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water
Such a marvelous mystery
Oh, You're worthy, mystery
You are worthy
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty
Who was and is and is to come
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings
You are my everything and I will adore You
I will adore You
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CONVERSATION GUIDE:
The New Testament raises the issue of forgiving others to a level of extreme importance.
“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14–15, ESV).
Jesus’ point was not that forgiving others earns your salvation, but that the refusal to forgive
reveals an unforgiven heart. And that is a huge deal.
But forgiveness is difficult. How are we to forgive others? “Bearing with one another and,
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive” (Colossians 3:13, ESV).
Forgive as Christ Jesus forgave you. That standard is exceedingly high, and it demands
unilateral, total, and immediate forgiveness.

UNILATERAL
Forgiveness is a frame of mind as much as it is a transaction. So, we can—and usually
must—forgive others even if they have never expressed sorrow for their actions, just like
Christ purchased our forgiveness on the cross before we turned to Him.

TOTAL
Christ forgave all of our sins (Revelation 1:5). So we, too, forgive others completely.

IMMEDIATE
Forgive now, just as Christ forgives without hesitation. Forgiven people forgive. This is what
we do.

HOW WE DO WHAT WE DO
Prepare Your Heart
STUDY THE WORD
Matthew 18:21–35:
In what relationships or circumstances are you putting limits and/or conditions on
forgiveness?
Colossians 3:12–13:
How does “putting on” the attributes listed in verse 12 better prepare us to be willing and
able to forgive as the Lord has forgiven us?
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Seek the Lord in Prayer
Father God, make me mindful of Your mercy. Impress upon my heart once again my own
dire need for forgiveness. Please show me that I am the one who was forgiven ten
thousand talents, and help me never become the one who wouldn’t forgive the much
smaller debt. Where I am forgetful about my wickedness, remind me. Where I think of
others’ sins instead of my own, convict me. Teach me to be humble and ready to extend
unilateral, total, and immediate forgiveness. Help me to see where I need to seek
forgiveness of others. Lord, I confess my sinfulness and hopelessness outside of Your
unmatched forgiveness. Thank You for Your mercy. Please make me one who forgives as
You, in Christ, have forgiven me. I pray these things in the mighty name of Jesus, amen.

Search Your Heart
If you are hanging on to an offense, consider the harm that’s doing. Ask the Lord to reveal
to you any ways that you have withheld forgiveness.
We all need the Holy Spirit to reveal sin we’ve committed against others and offenses
we’ve minimized. Ask Him to reveal hurts and long buried offenses, and surrender these to
Him. God wants to deliver you from the bondage of any bitterness to which you’re blind.

This is What YOU Do: Have the Conversation
If you need to ask someone to forgive you, use comments like this:
“I’ve been thinking a lot recently about how Jesus has forgiven me, and I have
realized that I’ve sinned against you and need to ask for your forgiveness. I was
wrong. I’m sorry for [name the offense]. I have no excuse. Will you forgive me?”
After you seek forgiveness for specific sins you know you committed, ask: “Is there
any other way that I have wronged you?”
If you need to pursue someone who has sinned against you, approach it with these words:
“I have been thinking a lot recently about how Jesus has forgiven me. The conflict
that we endured came to mind. Will you please forgive me for these specific ways
that I sinned against you?”
Ask the Lord whether you also need to let the individual know that you forgive him/
her. If so, say something like, “I want you to know that I release you from any part of
our situation that may have reflected wrongdoing on your part.” If it would be more
damaging to verbalize forgiveness to the individual, then deal with it exclusively
before the Lord, fully releasing the person from the debt incurred by his or her
offense.

Conclusion:
Never is the genuineness of our Christianity so clearly on display as in the crucible of
choosing to forgive again.
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